
Dear JOSS member, dear students, 

 

The time has come: the new JOSS newsletter has arrived! As 

always, we’ll give an overview of past activities, with this edition 

focusing mainly on the ‘Introduction Day’ ‘De Jeneverfeesten’ 

and the Bowling activity. 

 

I was pleased to see so many new faces on the Introduction Day! 

Sadly, I wasn’t able to join the Jeneverfeesten and I could only 

partly attend the bowling activity. Especially the latter, I found really disturbing. In-

deed, everybody knows how last year I, the rookie, beat Philippe, the former JOSS 

president a.k.a. the all-time JOSS bowling champion. After a year of mislabeling my vic-

tory as ‘beginner’s luck’, I wanted to prove to the rest of the JOSS board that my glo-

rious actions back then could be repeated this year over again… Unfortunately, after 

8 turns of portraying skills never seen in the history of bowling, I had to leave early 

due to other appointments and couldn’t finish the game… I guess we’ll never know. 

 

Okay, I was just fooling around a little bit. On a more serious note, I hope that all new 

students in the Master of Statistics program have been able to find their way into our 

university and in the surrounding areas. I hope that the food here has been tasteful, 

that the temperatures have been bearable, that the contact with locals in Hasselt, 

Diepenbeek, Genk  etc. has been fun, that the possible information you got from the 

social instances was helpful, that the parties were a blast and most importantly, that 

the Master program has been interesting and challenging! Although my experience re-

assures me that by now, everything will be fine for you guys and that you all will be 

settled in nicely, you can always contact us when there are still some problems or if 

you need any information in particular. 

 

With the exams coming closer and the amount of hours spent behind your books be-

coming longer, there is still need to relax a bit. That’s why we all invite you to come 

to our annual Movie Night. It will be held on 12/12 at the university in H2 (17:30). 

The movie still has to be chosen (any suggestions?) but we’ll send out another mail 

about that too! I hope a lot of people will show up and I wish you already a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New year… oh, and off course all the best for the exams 

which means that after the exams,  probably on friday 3/1, you can all get rid of the 

exam stress at our annual End of Exams Party (check your mails during the coming 

weeks for more info)! 

 

Foreword from the Vice President 
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Introduction day 
To most of my friends, it’s the fulfillment of a dream to have an admission in a 

prestigious program and awarded a scholarship. But in reality, it’s a challenging 

prospect, especially to cope up with different weather, culture and food habit. 

More or less, the early days were tough to all of us. But fortunately, help was 

readily available at Martine’s office, and thanks to the introduction day at Has-

selt University  on 1st October 2011, appropriate guidelines to live in Belgium 

were explained properly to us. 
 

The introduction day program was initiated at 9:00 AM with registration of 

newly enrolled students. Thereafter, there was a warm reception from the In-

ternational office. Campus and city guide, free mobile SIM card (with 5 Euro 

balance!), academic calendar and other necessary things were also given to us. 

The formal session began with the directional speech of Marc Thoelen with 

what we have to do and how – how to open a bank account, when do we go to 

the city hall for residence permit, how to have the insurance, etc. For sure, it 

was a really helpful talk. The directors then wiped out the confusion and uncer-

tainty with what we could do after having the degree. We now feel that we are 

in a broader horizon with Biostatistics, Bioinformatics and Epidemiology. But I 

got a little bit confused after each professor’s talk, making me feel that I should 

have selected this one or the other program! The morning session culminated 

with a lunch break – an anticipated event after a morning of talks. It was a won-

derful opportunity to have small conversations with classmates; knowing their 

name, nationality, etc., while sharing a good Belgian lunch and drink at the cafe-

teria. 

 

Student organizations, JOSS and CCG, inaugurated the after-lunch session. JOSS 

members arranged a short trip for us in the cafeteria, bookshop, library and 

statlab, introducing us with the system. The glorious afternoon session was 

then capped with  a round of 

drinks at health city café (a 

nice place!), arranged by JOSS. 

At the end of the day, I got the 

feeling that I’m really a mem-

ber now of the UHasselt family 

and can then start my new life 

with greater confidence. 

 

By Afroza Polin 

 

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  



 

JOSS MOVIE NIGHT! 

 

 

Date: 12/12/2011 

Start: 17h30 

Room: H2 

 

Don’t miss this great event!  
 

Upcoming event! 
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Jeneverfeesten 

It all started on October 3rd , 2011 when the JOSS president announced that 

this was the most recent of the upcoming events scheduled for us. Yes! A mo-

ment of excitement in my mind. I have since young days read about alcohol 

festivals in Europe, and I have also seen movies like Beerfest, built on the lines 

of the famous Oktoberfest. I am coming from a country where alcohol is con-

sidered as taboo and where, some years ago, advertising alcohol has been 

banned…but ironically that hasn’t lowered consumption levels of alcohol. So 
all the reasons for me to be excited about Jeneverfeesten. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 15th -We had a bright sunny day to add to the celebration mood that 

was prevalent at the place of the festival near the museum in Hasselt. Tradi-

tional music was played all around, there were shops to taste cookies and of 

course JOSS was sponsoring a shotglass of jenever before the formal start of 

the tour…can’t get any better. 

 
 

 

 

 

    

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oktoberfest


Jeneverfeesten (con’t.) 
 

Following all this we had a visit to the museum 

and found out about the making and the history 

of jenever.  

 

Also some cultural events and performances 

were happening in the museum while guests were 

given the opportunity to taste authentic jen-

ever… and, not surprising, it was quite strong for 

a lot of students… I could only manage two shots 

which literally burnt my throat.  

 

 

Then, the next stoppage was the fountain from 

where jenever would be coming out and one 

could drink as much as desired …except that one 

had to fight through a huge crowd and make way 

for themselves to the fountain head. All in all, a 

great day spent, a memorable experience. I’m 

also proud of the fact to have tasted authentic 

jenever. For all this, cheers to JOSS.  

 

 

I hope that we will get more events like this! 

      By Abhishek Bakuli 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  
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 Bowling  
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What could have been a better way to wind up the day after the first LFD meeting than rolling a ball 

targeting some (ten) lined up pins? The previous few days before 16th November were demanding; my 

LFD group members have been spending so much time thinking on the various aspects of the project. 

We were waiting for the first meeting with a lot of anticipation and tension; and of course it went well, 

actually I later thought that we tensed for no good reason. So much on LFD, I am so grateful to who-
ever suggested Bowling on this day; it was a highlight of the day for me. 

 

I’ll skip some details and jump right into the fun part. We are at Health City at about 17:30 hrs and in 

teams of six. Five of my classmates and I in group three. We line up for bowling shoes. It has been cold 

lately and I had two pairs of socks on my feet and that meant my foot was a size bigger. I had to fit 

shoes twice before I could get the right size for my puffed feet.  Anyway, Gilbert Rukundo is first to 

throw the ball in our group and knocks the sticks all at once. Then Alex Mutuko, he seems to be a fine 

player, but time will tell if he really is. The third, fourth and fifth group member also get their turns and  

then, it’s time for my first throw and I am embarrassed to say that it was a blank through.   

 

We had the first round of drinks courtesy of JOSS, and I almost forgot to say they paid for the first 

Bowling Game too. This was my second Bowling game in my history and so after consulting my past 

tricks, I caught up with the ‘Crashers’ flow and after several rounds of trailing at the bottom of the 

team, my points started moving up. So after ten rounds, Gilbert was unbeaten throughout the game, 

but I am proud to say that I finished second with 92 points. My excitement soon ended as I had to 

leave for another appointment at 19:30hrs, but the Bowling sessions continued for a while.  

 

I am really grateful to JOSS for organizing the event, and yes, for buying a drink for us. I hope they will 

organize more of such activities. By the way, did you know that Bowling is known to strengthen 

friendships or create new ones in groups? 

    

 

 

By Victoriah Nyaga 
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Keep in your mind! 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

JOSS-ACTIVITIES during the year 

 Movie night - 12 December 

 End of Exams Party - beginning of February, after the exams 

 City trip to Antwerp - February 

 Ice skating - March 

 Soccer tournament - April 

 Zumba - April 

 BBQ 

 … 

Suggestions from the students are highly appreciated :) 

 



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/

student/alumni/default.asp 

JOSS 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 

mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off with 

the nice "CENSTAT" logo 

on my belly, or just as a 

souvenir of your nice stay in 

Belgium. And this for only 5 

euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Thomas, 

room C12. I will be waiting for you.  

 

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are now 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 12 euro's, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir 

from your days at UHas-

selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room C12.  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp

